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NATO: Russia Warns Against NATO Expansion 


BRO807125596 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 4 Jul 96 p AY 


{Arti.. by Kaa Eneberg: “Russian Warning to Baltic 
Countries: NATO Enlargement Threatens Russian Se- 
curity Interests” | 

{[FBIS Translated Text] Kalmar — Not unexpectedly, 
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Kryiov deliv- 
ered a sharp warning against planned NATO enlarge- 
ment to the Baltic region conference of foreign minis- 
ters on Wediesday [3 July}. It was a threat to Russian 
security interests. 

Among the countries in the Baltic Sea region, Poland, 
in addition to the Baltic states, is seeking NATO 
membership. 


“Russia does not believe that NATO enlargement will 
promote stability. This is the attitude we have taken 
since discussions began, and it remains unchanged,” 
Sergey Krylov explained at a press conference after 
the meeting, which was marked by concern about the 
outcome of the Russian election. 


At the press conference, the Baltic foreign ministers re- 
frained from commenting on the Russian threat against 
their membership ambitions. 


They all chose to keep a low profile, and like their 
host Foreign Minister Lena Hjclm-Wallen, stressed the 
value of the Baltic region leaders being able to meet 
and discuss common problems, despite their different 
situations. 


This applied particularly to Valdis Birkavs of Latvia, 
who said at the Baltic Sea conference that NATO 

vembership is today more important than ever in 
view of the greater Russian threat. This was already 
considered to exist due to the so-called CFE [Treaty 
on Conventional Forces in Europe) treaty which allows 
greater Russian forces on Baltic frontiers. 


Estonian Foreign Minister Sim Kallas told DAGENS 
NYHETER that “the criticism was not unexpected, 
but we have nothing to add.” After the meeting he 
slipped off for talks with Finland's Tarja Halonen and 
the Russian delegation, where an attempt was made 
to resolve the Russian-Estonian border dispute, which 
troubles relations. The Latvians have recently reached 


an agreement. 
Criticism Anticipated 


One interesting feature of the meeting was the behavior 
of the Russian delegation. The delegation circulated a 
manuscript of a speech Krylov was supposed to have 
given at the closed meeting 
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This contained surprisingly sharp wording with regard 
to Russia and its Baltic neighbors and also included 
a swipe at countries like Denmark and Norway which 
vigorously support the Baltic countries’ NATO applica- 
tions. 


However, according to reliable sources at the confer- 
ence, Sergey Krylov was considerably more moderate 
and did not even mention NATO enlargement. 


Among other things, the copy of the speech contained 
the following statements: 


“It is completely incorrect to maintain that Russia exerts 
political and economic pressure on its neighbors, and in 
addition to that has aggressive intentions towards them. 
These assertions only serve to recreate the tone of the 
Cold War era. 


Like the proposed enlargement of NATO to include the 
Baltic countries, they undermine trust between these 
countries and could contribute to a destabilization of 
the situation and the drawing of new dividing lines.” 


The differences of opinion between Russia and the 
Baltic countries obviously put a damper on the enure 
Baltic Sea conference. While the Baltic countries were 
low-key in their statements, they were subjected to Rus- 
sian criticism of their treatment of Russian minorities in 
their countries. 


Other participants at the Baltic Sea conference came 
in for Russian criticism, to the effect that although 
Russia's presence at the Baltic Sea conference was 
desired, Russia as a nation did not seem to be treated 
as an equal member. 


Great Efforts 


The Swedish hosts and Foreign Minister Lena Hyelm- 
Wallen personally made the greatest efforts to make the 
fifth foreign ministers’ conference within the framework 
of the Baltic Sea Council into a major summer festival 
in the shadow of the Russian election, which was so 
menacing to the Baltic countries. 


However, the [word indistinct] atmosphere of Tuesday 
evening's clegant banquet at the castle with its historical 
show from the time of King Charles XII dispersed 
quickly along with the rising winds across the Kalmar 
Straits. 


In various statements to the press dunng a cottee break 
in the inner courtyard of Kalmar castic, Sergey Krylov 
explained that Russia must primarily look after its own 
security policy interests. 


NATO countries on Russia's frontiers are a threat. This 
view would not change no matter who won the Russian 
clection, he said 
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Investments in the Environment 


Irish EU Minister Gay Mitchell and the EU Commis- 
sion’s Hans van den Broek also took part in the Baltic 
Sea conference, as the EU is prepared to invest funds 
in environmental improvements, among other things, 
and infrastructure investments under discussion for the 
Baltic Sea region. 

Cormany is siso 2 key member of Baltic Sea cooper- 


mut Kohi drew up during the summit in Visby in May. 
Kinkel was very careful to tone down Russia's critical 
altitude toward the Baltic countries. 


UN: UNHCR Tells Terkey To Stop Missions in 
Northers Iraq 


AU0S07172896 Paris AFP in English 
1704 GMT $ Jul 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Geneva, July 5 (AFP) — The 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees has told Turkey 
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to stop sending its warplanes on harassment missions 
over Kurdish refugee camps in northern Iraq, a UNHCR 
by the UNHCR, on Tuesday and fired six rockets, four 
of which landed inside the facility that shelters 14,000 
people. 


The UN refugee agency lodged a swift protest, but more 
Turkish aircraft buzzed the camp on Wednesday and 
Thursday, spokesman Ron Redmond said. 


“We urge the Turkish authorities to put an end to these 
imtimidatory incidents before a serious accident occurs,” 
he said. 

The Turkish government has been at war for 12 years 
with the Workers Party of Kurdistan, whose guerrillas 
are fighting to create a separate homeland in the 
southeast, using northern Iraq as a rear base. 


Redmond said the Atroush camp, filled with civilians, 
was not being used by the guerrillas. It is surrounded 
by military posts and lies about five kilometers (three 
miles) from hilly areas — too exposed for rebel use. 


The latest Turkish flights were especially mortifying for 
the 3,000 children under the age of five in the camp, 
Redmond said. Tuesday's incident also ignited a fire 
that almost spread to tents used to shelter the refugees. 
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EU Committee Says UK Cannot Afford Preelection 
Tax Cuts 


MS0507120896 London FINANCIAL TIMES 
in English $ Jul 96 p 3 


{Report by Lionel Barber: “UK Warned Over Pre- 
Election Tax Cuts”) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Brussels — The UK govern- 
ment cannoi afford pre-election tax cuts if Britain is to 
stay on course for joining the single currency in 1999, 
ac-ording to a warning by the secretive EU monetary 
committee. 


Txe monetary committee blames slower-than-expected 
progress in curbing Britain's public deficit and calls for 
action “as rapidly as possibie”. 

The warnings abcut the British budget deficit and the 
recommendations for corrective action are contained in 


a document which is expected to be endorsed by EU 
finance ministers at a mecting in Brussels next Monday. 


Eleven other EU member states — including France and 
Germany — will receive similar censure about “exces- 
sive deficits”. Only Denmark, Ireland, and Luxembourg 
escape being put on a blacklist for running deficits be- 
yond the target of 3 per cent of GDP in 1995. 


All candidates for monetary un .on will be judged on 
their performance in 1997 at a meeting of EU leaders 
in spring 1998. 


The Maastricht criteria include exchange rate stability, 
low inflation and interest rates, budget deficits and 
government det of 3 per cent and 60 per cent of GDP 


respectively, or movement at a satisfactory pace in that 
direction. 


The monetary committee — made up of senior national 
treasury officials — agreed to recommendations on 
corrective action in each member state this week. 


While welcoming the UK government's commitment to 
reducing its deficit, it notes: 


“If a deficit of 3 per cent of GDP or less is to be 
achieved in 1997 there would appear to be no room 
for relaxation with respect to revenue and expenditure 
policy given the recent weaker than expected trend in 
revenues... continued tight control of expenditure will 
be necessary.” 


For Mr Kenneth Clarke, UK Chancellor, the recommen- 
dations on corrective action could be helpful in fending 
off pressure from Tory backbenches for tax cuts ahead 
of the general clection, to be held by next May at the 
latest. 


INTER-EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 3 


However, officials in Brussels noted that ite link 
between mecting Maastricht criteria for Emdo (European 
Monetary Union) and the potential for tax cuts could 
prove politically sensitive in the UK. 


Tory Euro-sceptics are pressing the government to rule 
Out joining the single currency in the next parliament. 
As a concession to his rightwing. Mr John Major, UK 
prime minister, has pledged to hold a referendum on the 
single currency. But Mr Clarke has insisting on keeping 
all options open on whether to join Emu. 


The monetary committee's document notes thet the UK 
government last spring postponed its goal of hitting the 
Maastricht treaty target of 3 per cent of gross domestic 
product from 1996/7 to 1997/8. 


It also notes that the British deficit target of 4.5 per cent 
of GDP — which EU finance ministers recommended 
last year — is “unlikely” to have been realised in 1995/ 
6. For 1996/7, the UK government has forecast a deficit 
of 3.5 per cent of GDP. 


EU's Bangemann Views Technology, 
‘Competitiveness’ 

AU0807110296 Vienna KURIER in German 8 Jul 96 
ps 


{Interview with Martin Bangemann, EU Commissioner 


[FBIS Translated Text) [Kopeinig) Commissioner, can 
Austria continue to keep the anonymity of savings 
accounts and continue to impose high tolls on the 


{[Bangemann) Since the end of the Cold War, the 
demand for 
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{[Bangemann) The Maastricht Treaty says this: “The 
Union and its member-states will work out and imple- 
ment a common policy covering all areas of foreign and 
security policy.” We have regrettably not advanced very 
far on this road. If we want to keep the option of a EU 
arms industry open, this sector must be kept alive. 


[Kopeinig] How many new jobs would be created’ 


[Bangemann} What we can do is kerr the abolition 
of jobs within limits. Between 19... and 1992, the 
arms industry in the EU lost 600,000 of 1.6 million 
jobs. Between 3 and 4 percent of the funds spent on 
conventional defensive weapons of EU states fall to 
trade within the EU, 75 percent come from the United 
States. Europe should not remain passive in view of 
this trend. The world wuuid sot become more peaceful, 
but Europe would become more dependent on third 
countries. 


[Kopeinig) Austria has a strict arms export control law. 
Could it profit from this EU policy’ 


{Bangemann) | think our proposals are also in Austria's 
interest. For the export of “dual use” goods — products 
that can be used for military as well as civilian pur- 
poses — a common export control system has been in 
force since | July 1995. For purely military goods, there 
are different national export policies. This leads to dis- 
tortions of competition and problems when companies 
from different EU states want to cooperate on a project. 
Our proposals are to remove such distortions. 


[Kopeinig] You have advocated for new technologies. 
Are you concerned about the environment ministers’ 


[Bangemann) No, on the contrary. We should deal with 
genetic engineering in an unprejudiced but responsible 
way. it is normal for environment ministers to deal with 
the problem of scientific safety. The Commission will 


go to other countries. We will only remain customers. 
I will continue to do everything in my power to resist 
such a development. 


[Kopeinig) There is considerable skepucism and fear of 
genetic engineenng. 


[Bangemann]| | note that the acceptance of genetically 
produced medicaments is increasing. and that it is better 
for nature if we protect useful plants from parasites by 
means of genetic engineering than by a lot of chemicals: 
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That should make sense. lt should reassure rather than 
alarra citizens that some products will not be admitted. 


[Kopeinig}] What happens if Europe does not admit new 
technologies’ 


{Bangemana} Genetic engineering shows it. In Europe. 
the number of companics is declining, whereas in 
the United States i conunues to increase. We buy 
genetically developed medicaments from third countries 
at high prices. Once we lag behind in research, our 
competitiveness in an important branch will soon be 
lost. 


(Kopeinig) ls Europe competitive with inflexible open- 
ing hours of shops? 


{Bangemann] It is truc that our competitiveness does 
not depend on whether or not we can buy fresh rolls on 
Sunday. But what worrics me is the fact how difficult 
it is to change antiquated provisions. What is also 
objectionable is the hypocrisy with which things are 
maintained that have long become an anachronism. | 
ask myself whether a society that needs years to carry 
out marginal amendments to a law ts flexible enough to 
keep pace with the rapid change of the world and the 
globalization of the markets. 


[Kopeinig] Where is the EU heading’? What is your 
vision of Europe’ 


[Bangemann) Europe is at a crossroads. Erther we suc- 
ceed in implementing monctary union, the enlargement 
to the East, and a reform of EU institutions, or the trend 
will lead back to more nationalism. There will be no 
phase of standsti!] as many people are hoping. Europe 
will develop forward or backward. | am optimistic and 
believe in forward development 


[Kopeinig] What are the EU's largest challenges’ 


[Bangemann| Unemployment is the consequence of a 
certain lack of ideas and the loss of competitiveness. 
Europe was very successful. As a result, many people 
have become scif-satistied, inflexible, and lazy. They 
do not realize at what a breathtaking rate the world 
around us is changing. Or they believe they could stop 
this development. We only have the chowe to face this 
competition or we will lose ground. If we want to be 
Competitive, we must hecome more creative again. It is 
certainly wrong to consider that a lower wage costs a 


panacea. 
[Kopeimig) Will the curo come m 1999” 


[Bangemann| Yes, the governments and business and 
industry are prepared for «| Germany and Austria in 
particular would have much to lose if the curo did not 
come. 
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Austria: Klestil Views Neutrality, Participation in 
NATO 

AU0797155796 Vienna Oesterreich Eins Radio 
Network in German 1500 GMT 7 Jul 96 


FBIS Translated Text) [Announcer] Federal President 
Thomas Kiestil said in a television discussion today 
that the EU, the Western European Union [WEU], and 
NATO cannot be kept separate in the long term. 


[Begin Klestil recording) We have concluded the Part- 
nership for Peace agreement with NATO, and we are 
actively involved in [FOR [Implementation Force] un- 
der NATO command in the Balkans. You could say that 
IFOR is under a UN umbrella. If you examine the sit- 
uation pragmatically, it is going in the right direction. 
You must not forget, however, that Austrians consider 
neutrality to be very important; in fact, it used to be of 
great importance. When you say that those who are late 
are punished by history, you have to add that those who 
are carly are punished by the voters. If you take that 
imo account, | am sure Austria will certainly not inter- 
pret the duty of mutual assistance to mean that when | 
need assistance you will help me, but when you need 
assistance, | will be neutral. That will not work. [end 
recording} 


Austria: Poll Assesses Opinions on Euro Currency 


AU0807115796 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
6 Jul 9 pi 


[Report by “laho™: 
Austrians | 
{[PBIS Translated Text} Almost half of the Austrians 


(48 percent) refuse to change the schilling for the 
“Buro.” In an opinion poll carried out by the Linz-based 


“Euro Very Unpopular Among 


AUSTRIA 5 


“Market” institute, no more than 27 percent advocated 
the introduction of the common European currency. One 
Quarter are undecided. 


Most opponents of the Euro are to be found among 
women, the elderly, common workers and employees, 
and, of course, among convinced EU opponents. Advo- 
cates of the Euro are younger persons as well 2; people 
with a higher education and/or higher incomss. 


A total of 10 percent of those polled consider the Euro 
a reliable currency, which thus ranks a little higher than 
the Italian lira. On the other hand, the schilling, which is 
supported by 75 percent, ranks above the German mark 
(71 percent) and the Swiss franc (63 percent). Werner 
Beutelmeyer of “Market” says that “a huge piece of 
enlightening work” is now required, because 75 percent 
of Austrians consider themselves poorly informed about 
the Euro and plan to request information from their 
banks. No more than 14 percent are informed on the 
value of the Euro. Many of those polled are planning, 
before the currency change, to invest moncy in real 


As for the personal consequences of the currency 
change, 38 percent believe there will be more disadvan- 


most widely held concerns are the fear that the “hard” 
schilling would be replaced by a “soft” Euro and that 
Austria would become even more dependent on deci- 
in Brussels and would lose some of its identity. 
advantages mentioned by most of those polled in- 
clude simpler payment transactions without exchange 
rate losses and casicr price Comparisons. 














UK: Brittan Calls on Britain to Support European 
Court 

MS0507120996 Landon THE TIMES in English 

5 Jul 96 p2 


[Report by Charles Bremner: “Britian says stop knock- 
ing EU court") 


minister, told his fellow Tories that Britain's attacks 


on the Luxembourg judges amounted to “playing to 
the gallery” and scemed aimed ai undermining the 


Sir Leon's speech to the Conservative Bow Group in the 
House of Commons was a response to Britain's desire 
to curb the powers of the court and the growing pressure 
on John Major from colleagucs to defy its rulings. 


The Government is reported to be preparing to take the 


unprecedented step of ignoring a court decision if, as 
widely expected, it upholds an EU order enforcing a 


| 
| 
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LDO7072255%6 Riyadh SPA in Arabic 
2220 GMT 7 Jul % 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} London, 7 Jul (SPA) — A 
of the al-Shura [Consultative] Council, led 


UNITED KINGDOM 
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[Fifth Report of the House of Commons Defense 
Committee, together with the proceedings relating to 
the report, entitled “British Forces in Bosnia” issued on 
22 May 1996; obtained from HMSO, London) 

(FBIS Transcribed Text] 
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proud of the contibution Brush forces made to limiting 


a eee ange the carnage during that time. Nonetheless it is now 
clear that UNPROPOR lacked the mandate, number 


of soldiers, muiitary capatility, command structure and 
8. We conclude that it is remarkable that greater losses 


rules of engagement to be a credible peace-making and 
were not suffered by British forces under the limitations 
of the UN operation. Lessons must be learnt from this 
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10. The full IFOR deployment now involves 55,000 
woops from 32 nations, compared with 19 nations con- 
tibuting some 30,000 at the peak of the UNPROPOR's 
size. Most UK forces serve under British command in 
the Multi-national Division (South West). The remain- 
der are based at the [FOR headquarters in Sarajevo and 
the supy‘ori area in Split. The map on page ix shows the 
IFOR deployment on | May 1996. Bosnia is divided 


MND (N) commanded by a U.S. General based at Tuzla 
and including Russian, Turkish and Nordic units 


11. The Committee visited U.S. troops in MND (N). Al- 





into \‘wee multi-national divisions, each of which spans With great prefessionalism. They clearly place a very 
She tees ine factions: 8h priority oa protection of their own troops, but had 
50 Ey Se Sees Oe Cees Cay nonetheless got to grips with the realities of peace 
MSY) (°W) commanded by a UK General based at keeping in Bosnia very quickly 
Basi« iv4 (formerly at Gornji Vakuf) and including 
Canaéia: Cre.) Dutch and Malaysian units 

IFOR COMMAND STRUCTURE 


SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER EUROPE—Beigsum 
IMPLEMENTATION PORCE—Sarayevo 
HQ ACE RAPID REACTION CORPS—Sargjevo 


MULTLNATIONAL DIVISION MUL TLNATIONAL 
GOUTH. WEST) (SOUTH-BAST) 
Garey V alnf Reap | vhs 


@ VISION 


MULTINATIONAL DIVISION (NORTH) 


Tuas 


cans in MND (N) come under U.S. national command 
rather than ARRC, which is a NATO command. There 


Canadian brigade comes under the command of the 
vissonal 


The other other brigade under his command, 4th (UK) Ar- 
moured Brigade. includes Malaysian and Netherlands 
battalions. The latter is so closely integrated that they 














PsyOps soldiers are serving with the UK division in 
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10 UNITED KINGDOM 


the continued presence of individual foreign soldiers, 


Petrovac, fully visible to any who either fear the return 
of war or are tempted to resume fighting. We understand 
that the military leaders of the former \ arring factions 
he . been guests at the Glamoc firing ranges to witness 
| full performance of British artillery and armour. 

~«. Although the military strength now deployed might 
appear in the current circumstances to be in excess of 
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ity. Apart from offering a visible expression of military 
strength and political will, a tank ensures a high level 
of crew protection and survivability and can deliver ac- 
curate fire with minimal risk of collateral damage. This 
compares with, for example, the inappropriate deploy- 
ment of Saxon vehicles to Gorazde by UNPROFPOR. 


23. We conclude that in future peace-keeping opera- 
tions British forces should be provided with the mili- 
lary equipment necessary both to outperform weapons 
available to local factions and to cover the possibility 
of withdrawal in the face of hostile action. 


BRITISH DEPLOYMENT 


24. The principal infantry units for the British contri- 
bution to [FOR were already in Bosnia as part of UN- 
PROFOR when IFOR's mission started. The increase 
in British troops from some 5,000 to 10,500 arose from 
the deployment of the ARRC HQ, as well as tanks, ar- 
tillery and add‘tional engineer and logistics units. Some 
of the infantry units were moved to different places and 
new bases had to be found for the artillery and tanks in 
the middle of winter. Even units taking over sites used 
by UNPROFOR would not have expected or found par- 
ticular comfort. We were impressed by the way British 
forces established themselves quickly in places where 
there were few or no facilities and virtually no local 
Civilian assistance. The map on page xv shows the loca- 
tion of British forces on | May 1996. The headquarters 
and units visited by the Commitice are set out below. 


- General Heranch (Deputy Commander ) Sarajevo 
French Army 
HO) ARRC Loewtenaat General Sir Michael! Walker Sarajevo 
KC CBE 
MND (N) Major General Bill Nash, US. Army Tuzla 
(S 2868 Armoured Battahos Colonel Bauste Lieutenant Coloac! Harmman = Lica 
MND (SW) Major General Mike Jacksoe CBE Gornp Vakul (now wansferred Banya 
Luka) 
HQ 4h (UK) Armoured Brgade (now Brngadher Richard Dannan MC Supovo 
replaced by HQ! Mechanued Brngade) 
42 BL) (Datch hettabce) Loevtenant Coloae! Theo Damen Now Travnsk 
32 Bagmear Regimen Leewtenant Colonel Peter Wall OBF Mrkoam Grad 
lad betabon | ght Infantry (aoe replaced Lrewtenaat Coloac! Bea Barry Kanye | uha 
by Ist Battaboe Wcecestersbure and 
Sherwood Foresters) 
lad Camedhan Mul) aaboeal Angade Colonel Rock Hither CD (Deputy Corahe 


( oenmandet | 
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8 July 1996 UNITED KINGDOM 11 
FOR General Hersch (Deputy Commander) Sarajevo 
Freach Army 
Quera’s Royal Hussars [icutenant Colone! Nigel Beer Bosaash: Petrovac 
MND (SW) (Rear) Colonel Malcolm Wood MBE (Deputy Splat 
Chef of Staff) 
CAMPAIGN FACILITIES 27. We conclude that, if the UK is to be involved 


25. Having seen the camp conditions in which both 
Dutch and U.S. troops live, we are concerned that 

was not as well-cquipped with campaign 
stores as other armies are. The basic provision of 
accommodation, feeding, sanitary and medical facilities 
is important for the ability of soldiers to operate for an 
extended period in any environment, whether hostile or 


troops wait until they leave camp on patrol and 
make 


with peace- keeping missions in future, the MoD will 
clearly have to acquire and maintain a greater quantity 
and range of campaign stores to meet a variety of 


28. There was one respect in which the arrangements for 
British troops were better than those for other nation’s 
soldiers. Three hot meals a day were provided from the 
outset for UK forces; we were told that the U.S. troops 
had been living on ration packs of meals ready to cat 
(MRE) uatil three months after deployment. 


29. It is not healthy to drink the water in Bosnia. The 
Royal Engineers have produced clean drinking water 
for British soldiers but the unusual taste has deterred 
many from drinking it. We have seen how the U.S. and 
Dutch troops are provided with bottled water. A request 
from the Army for half the daily requirement of bottled 


unpleasant- tasting water is available. On 
the other hand the risk to health of soldiers not drinking 














31. We conclude that, in addition to provision of better 
campaign stores, MoD needs to show a faster response 
to meeting unforeseen needs for supporting soldiers in 
the field, including access to welfare telephones. 
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the telephone lines in Germany. The military radio sys- 
tems were designed for the lower volume of tactical 
information only and do not have the bandwidth to take 
logistics data as well. Bosnia’s public telecommunica- 
tions system is badly damaged after the fighting of the 
last four years and cannot carry such logistics commu- 


35. Since the end of the Coid War, the ‘Options 
for Change’ and ‘Front Line First’ exercises have 
provided the armed services with a demand-led peace- 
time stores system. The Bosnia deployment is an 
opportunity to see whether this system can respond 
well to operational needs. In respect of campaign stores 
and logistic communications systems we have identified 
weaknesses which we will wish to examine at a later 
stage. 

36. UK equipment is heavily used for tactical communi- 
cations in Bosnia. Ptarmigan is used throughout Bosnia 
and not just with British forces in MND (SW). The lack 
of local telephone networks means IFOR is more reliant 
on such military systems than it would normally expect 
to be. We understand that communications equipment 
needs to be replaced. We are also concerned that a high 
proportion of all UK communications equipment is in 
Bosnia, thereby limiting UK forces’ ability to operate 
anywhere cise. 

37. We conclude that future peace-keeping or other 


public telephone networks usable for military traffic. 


38. We recommend that the armed forces be equipped 
with the necessary logistics communications to link the 
end user to the supplier directly without reliance on 


PERFORMANCE OF EQUIPMENT 


39. We have not conducted a detailed study of the 
performance of military equipment in Bosnia. We were 
pleased to hear that the tanks of the Queen's Royal 
Hussars are showing higher reliability than normal 
through regular use, which amounts in some cases to 
much 


| 


a wide age range of vehicles and the older ambulances 
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MoD subsequently told us that some new fuel tankers 
were being delivered to the theatre. 


40. A total of some 7,500 vehicles are in use by British 
forces in the theatre. An illustration of the task facing the 
Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (REME) is 
the fact that of the 1,500 Land Rovers in theatre there are 
some 250 types, requiring nine different types of axles, 
engines and gear boxes. Availability is also affected by 
the number of road traffic accidents, which are double 
the number for military vehicles in the UK or Germany. 


41. Another example of the correlation between spares 
and availability is given by the AS90 tracked gun. 
About one-tenth of the UK's AS90s are deployed in 
Bosnia. This is a new weapon which has entered service 
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of Defence subsequently told us that holdings of such 
spares in the UK was greater than estimated, so the 
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the Army continues to use tents while most other 


such conditions. We believe that the MoD is examining 
the use of portable modular hospital units for the Bosnia 
deployment. Such units could be made available within 
ten weeks of placing a contract al an estimated capital 
cost of 2.3 million. Given how long UK forces have 
now been deployed in Bosnia, this need should have 
been addressed earlier. 


44. We were also concerned to learn that the personnel 


War syndrome we drew attention to the inadequacy 
of medical records in the Gulf in 1990-91 6. While 
personnel records may not appear to have the same 
immediate importance as medical records in a military 


45. Some 576 Territorial Army volunteers and Re- 
servists are serving with British forces in Bosnia. They 


were called up ai very short notice immediately before 
the Christmas holiday. Although al! will have expressed 
a willingness to serve in Bosnia, the short notice made 
it harder for individuals and their employers to respond 


outs for service by the TA in Bosnia. We also under- 
stand that TA soldiers called up for duty in Bosnia who 
had not already completed their annual training require- 
ment would not be eligible for the TA bounty. We are 
pleased to note thal, since our visit, the MoD has re- 
laxed this rule and will now permit service in Bosnia 
to be counted towards bounty in lieu of annual camp 
training, but not training days.” 


46. We conclude that the experience in Bosnia and the 
enactment of the Reserve Forces Bill should icad to 
better arrangements for the future call up of TA and 
Reserves soldiers. 


TOUR INTERVALS 


47. The Commitice has drawn attention before to the 
effect of operations in Bosnia on the 24 month interval 
army units are meant to have between operational tours. 
We noted that Royal Engincers serving in Bosnia are 
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undergoing six month tours with tour intervals of 10 to 
11 months, while for the two battalions of the Royal 
Logistic Corps the intervals were 21 and 18 months. 
We understand that similar short intervals between tours 
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have not taken detailed evidence on this point 
aware that military pay includes an ° x" 
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Northern Ireland. This issue must now 

view of the likelihood of further UK participation in 
peace-keeping operations. 

MINES 


life. 

of how long it might take to clear the minefields v 
between four and 33 years. 

$2. It is not part of IFOR's mission to clear the 
minefields. We recall the injuries and deaths suffered 
by British soldiers in mine clearance after the 1982 
Falklands conflict. Instead the former warring factions 
are expected under the Dayton agreement to undertake 
this task. The use of demobilised soldiers from the three 
factions for this task is appropriate and they are being 
paid to do so, but progress is slow. Royal Engineers 


provision of equipment. We understand that the spring 
and carly summer is the best time for this task, but that 
tue resources have not been forthcoming carly enough 
this year to enable a major effort to he ~arvied out. 


53. We recommend that resources should be planned by 
the European Union and other bodies to assist a major 
effort in mine clearance in the spring and summer of 
next year. 


RECONSTRUCTION 


$4. Reconstruction is a key clement of the Dayton 
agreement. The Committee saw all over Bosnia the 
damage four years of fighting has done to buildings and 
essential facilities. The absence of economic activity 
is a clear indication of the difficulties ahead. The 
long-term reconstruction of Bosnia is a civil not a 
military task. Shortly before the Committee's visit the 
international community pledged some $1.25 villion of 
aid in Brussels on 12 April, though it may be some 
time before the results are evident in Bosnia. The 
responsibility for coordinating these international efforts 
lies with Carl Bildt, the High Representative under the 
Dayton accord. To date there is little sign of progress on 
this front outside Sarajevo itself. Purther afield there is a 
galaxy of charities and non-governmental organisations 
offering a variety of aid throughout the country. The 
fact remains that [FOR troops are in many places the 
only people with the ability to organise anything. They 
are therefore playing a key role in the restoration of 
communications and basic facilives. 

55. Freedom of movement is both a military necessity 
and a civil objective. As well as removing illegal 
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the UK at the end of the mission but to leave 
in place for the benefit of the people of Bosnia. 
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WAR CRIMES 


59. One possible cause of increased tension is the 
investigation of war crimes and the prosecution of 
their perpetrators. These tasks fall to the International 
Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia (ICTY), and 
not [FOR. IFOR's role is confined to monitoring sites 
of possible war crimes and preventing interference with 
them. It also protects and supports teams of investigators 
from ICTY in their work. IFOR troops will detain and 
transfer to ICTY persons indicted for war crime by the 
Tribunal when it comes into contact with such persons 
in Carrying out their normal duties. [FOR will not search 
out possible suspects. 


60. There have already been clear signs that the arrest of 
prominent leaders from the former warring factions has 
the potential to destabilise the peace mission in Bosnia 
by incensing their supporters. If the first priority is the 
maintenance of peace up to and beyond the elections, 
it is not unreasonable for [FOR to take into account 
the risks of an active campaign to capture possible 
war criminals. Although there is a risk of evidence 
disappearing as time clapses, it will remain possible for 
war criminals to be arrested and prosecuted at a later 
stage. 

61. We conclude that it is reasonable for IFOR in the 
short term to place a higher priority on maintaining 
peace in Bosnia than on the active pursuit of war 
criminals but that people suspected of such crimes will 
not be able to hide for ever. 


EQUIP AND TRAIN 


62. The United States has a programme to equip and 
train the armed forces of the Federation (Bosnian Croats 
and Muslims). The aim is to promote a military balance 
between the Federation and Republica Srpska. We saw 
no direct evidence of this programme and it was made 
plain to us that this is not a task with which IFOR is 
associated. Nor is the UK Government participating in 
this programme. Re-arming one former warring faction 
would appear to be contradictory to the purposes of 
the Dayton agreement. It might also be misinterpreted 
by the Bosnian Serbs as lacking even- handedness. 
We hope that the experience of having U.S. troops on 
the ground as peace-keepers in Bosnia may influence 
American attitudes towards Bosnia’s actual need for 
additional guns and further military training. 
ELECTIONS 

63. The next political objective is the clections due 
to be held by 14 September 1996. Ensuring freedom 


of movement and order during the elections will be 
a major military task. The conduct of the elections 
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previous minorities dwindling and previous majorities 
growing larger. People cannot vote in person where they 
currently live if that is different frcm where they used 
to live in 1991, but postal votes may be allowed. For 


they will not be welcomed-just before the election. 


64. We have not taken evidence from leaders of the three 
communities and cannot judge the consequences of the 


should be withdrawn. 


peace-keeping 
by carly 1997. Nor will the various civil agencies be 
able to carry out their work in Bosnia after January 1997 


without some continuing military support. It is possible 
that a smaller force of three brigades rather than three 
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divisions would be able to prevent military action by 
any of the three warring factions. 


68. We conclude thal some continuing multi-national 
peace- keeping force will be needed in Bosnia after 
December 1996. 


BRITISH PARTICIPATION 


69. If there is a follow-on force, the issue arises whether 
the UK should be part of it. Some might say that the UK 
has already done more than its fair share. On the other 
hand, the professionalism of the UK armed forces and 
their experience of peace-keeping in Bosnia inevitably 
means that a multi-national force without them would 
not be as effective as one with them. It is also reasonab' > 
to take into account not just the effect on Bosnia but the 
effect on the armed forces: is the training beneiit of an 
operauional peace-keeping deployment outweighed t y 
the extent it prevents the Army doing other things? 
70. Two considerations which are important for any 
decision about UK participation in any follow-on force 
are that it should continue under NATO rather than UN 
command and that the United States should continue to 
be substantially involved. 


71. We conclude that it is time for a wider debate about 
the future of UK peacekeeping in Bosnia and its effect 
on the Armed Forces. 


72. British units are serving in Bosnia on six month 
tours. Those whose tour over-lapped the transfer from 
UNPROPOR to IFOR (eg Royal Regiment of Pusitiers, 
2nd Light Infantry, 38 Engineer Regiment and the HQ 
of the 4th (UK) Armoured Brigade) have now been 
replaced. The HQ of the 3rd (UK) Division and other 
units that joined [FOR at the start of the deployment 
are due to be replaced in June or July 1996. The 
replacements for these units will themselves come to 
the end of their operational tour in December 1996. If 
British units are to play any part in a further mullti- 
national peace-keeping force in Bosnia, the decision to 
prepare them for that role will have to be taken soon. 
While this need not be a decision that there will be a 
successor force or that the UK will take part in it, the 
carmarking of specific units at this stage is essential if 
the UK might take part in it. 


73. We recommend that plans be drawn up for UK 
participation in a post IFOR peace-keeping force in 
Bosnia. 


74. We recommend that the House debates before the 
summer recess the future of UK involvement in peace- 


keeping in Bosma. 
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ARRC Allied Command Europe Rapid Reaction Corps 
DROPS Demountable Rack Off Loading and Pickup 
System 

FCO Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

ICRC International Committee of the Red Cross 


ICTY International Criminal Tribunal for former Yu- 
goslavia 


IFOR Implementation Force 

MND Multi-national Division 

MoD Ministry of Defence 

MRE Meals ready to eat 

NATO North Adantic Treaty Organisation 


fallen to less than haif the expected 24 months OSCE Organisation for Security and Cooperation In 


UK participation in Exercise Purple Star was down. "OP" 
graded from divisional HQ to a brigade HQ REME Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineens 
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RLC Royal Logisucs Corps 
TA Territorial Army 
UK United Kingdom 
UN United Nations 
UNPROPOR United Nations Protection Force 
U.S. United States 

FIFTH REPORT FROM THE DEFENCE 
COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


COMMITTEE RELATING TO THE REPORT, 
WEDNESDAY 22 MAY 1996 


Members preseat: 
Mr Michael Colvin, in the Chair 
Mr Churchill 
Mr Frank Cook 
Mr Bruce George 
Mr Robert Key 
Mr Keith Mans 
Mr Neville Trotter 
Mr Peter Viggers 
The Committee deliberated. 


Draft Report (British Forces in Bosnia), proposed by the 
Chairman, brought up and read. 


Ordered, That the draft Report be. read a second time, 
paragraph by paragraph. 


Paragraphs | to 81 read and agreed to. 


Resolved, That the Report be the Fifth Report of the 
Committee to the House. 


Ordered, That the provisions of Standing Order No 116 
(Select committees (reports} be applied to the Report. 


Ordered, That the Chairman do make the Report to the 
House 


UK: Concers for Delai Lama's Safety Expressed 
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The Dalai Lama is accused of bemg a “ruthicss dictator” 
and an “oppressor of religious freedom” in direct 
contradiction to his message of religious tolerance, 
according to a spokesman for an organisation called the 
Shugden Supporters Community, based in Pocklington. 
Yorkshire, which has heen distributing press releases to 
400 worldwide news outlets 


Members of th, Shugden Supporters Community (SSC) 
belong to one of the fastest-growing and nchest sects 
in the UK called the New Kadampa Tradition (NKT) 
whose headquaricrs are in Ulverston, Cumbria. 


The sect has expanded dramatically since it was founded 
in 1991, and is now the biggest Buddhist organisation 
in the UK with more than 200 affiliated centres at home 
and more than SO abroad. Membership is put at about 
3,000. 


The founder of the NKT is a Tibetan monk, Geshe Kel- 
sang, who had lived in Britam since the late seventies. 
NKT members believe they must obcy, worship and 
pray to Kelsang because he is the Third Buddha. 


Kelsang is in almost permanent sem-retreat in Cumbria 
and speaks lutle English, although he is the author if 16 
books on Buddhism, two of which have reached the UK 
bestseller lists. 


Former members maintain that the Department of Social 
Security has unknowingly played a critical part in 
funding the NKT's rapid expansion. NKT associates 
have acquired at lcast five large properties in the last 
year and a significant proportion of thew centres claim 


housing beacfit of up to 60 pounds sterling a week. 


The benefit is paid as rent and used to service the large 
mofigages on properucs. Among the propervies acquired 
recently is Ashe Hall in Derbyshire, a neo-Jacohean 
mansion in 38 acres. 


Organisers are concerned for the safety of the Dalai 
Lama during his week-long visit to the UK, starting 
on July 15. There have been threats from the SSC of 
demonstrations in London and Manchester where he is 
scheduled to speak before large audbences. 


Al a demonstration last month outede the Office of 
Tibet in London, hundreds chanted ant-Dala’ Lama 
slogans and carried placards saying ~ Your smules charm, 
your actions harm.” 


The SSC maintains that the Dalai Lama has banned a 
centunes-old Buddhist practice and clams that Tibetans 
in India have heen dismissed from thew jo, monks 
expelled from thew monasternes. houses searched and 
statues destroyed 
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fom submerging or clouding ow identity, i can be 


it is quite simply where we belong.” sand 
Referring to the famine in ireland which com an 
estimated one million lives between 1845 and 1850 


“And, if we do so generously, the Unionist community, 
while affirming thew Brushness, might find it easier to 
acknowledge the clements of Inshness within them, not 
least from living on the island of Ireland which we all 
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to be. What was very important for me — and he con- 
firmed it to me in a long meeting afterward — 1s thal the 
Russian side ts now prepared to begin an intensive dia- 


from islamic counties. | hope the expansion talks will 
become somewhal smoother now thal the clecuons are 


veto against it. But we should not create any new rifts. 
| am sure we will succeed. 
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NATO Cooperation Council, of which NATO is a 
member, would refiect false intentions. Let me repeat: 
Ww 


¢ want a special relationship betacen NATO and 
Russia that shows that NATO is not directed agaiast 


[Kinkel] | would not speculate on dates. Poland will 
certainly be among the first countries to join NATO. We 
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been agreed in Dayton that people like Karadzic and thing. Discussing military participation af this point 
Mladic have no right to appear politically anywhere, ict | would mean draining pressure. it is absolutely clear: 
alone run in elections, and that they must be handed We said we would go in with NATO, and we will 
over to the tribunal in The Hague by the parties to the = leave with them in December. There should be no 
conflict. speculation or discussion about that now. All the 
— — — oo fe. bo py ey eget page tcl ge 
ange Sep Ss Gee Gegtane 0 Cp as Bc peeates UN War Crimes Tribunal, and all the other necessary 
[Kinkel) His importance and his scope have decreased. § measures. As far as the other things are concerned, we 
That is why I think the measures have already had an chould wait. 

effect. We must not let Karadzic do as he pleases with — 

us, but I think that what has been started now will — eas oa aie ts coun abe om 
hopefully be successful. Other last resorts are still open. aap ch arf dhe ope 
(Limburg) Is it possible that IFOR has shied away in public. Some people even said that your friends in 
from arresting him because they feared the international get rid of you. How did you 


} 
: 


I hear that a confidant of Karadzic has said 


{Limburg} But he remains chairman of the party what 


will probably win a majority in the Serb part of Bosnia. 
His political influence wil) remain unchanged if he is 


allowed to escape punishment. 

[Kinkel) | would like to repeat that he must no longer 
ee ee oe 
a role. 


{Limburg} Can you see him standing trial in The Hague? 


[Kinkel) | wam to see him being called to account there 
as soon as possible. Also, the evidence that the court has 
seen with regard to Mladic is terrible. l have always said 


[Kinkel) | tink it is too carly to have a post-IFOR 
debate, because civilian implen.cntation is the decisive 


put my visit on hold, so to speak. But they will change 
their minds again. Being foreign minister means you 


[Limburg] There have been reports in Bonn thal your 
own party, the FDP (Free Democratic Party of Ger- 
many), wants to give up the Foreign Ministry. 


[Kinkel} No, that is wrong. First, the PDP has no inten- 


rights violations, for instance. The foreign minister is 
responsible for all relations with the countries in which 
human rights violations take place. That means he must 
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doing that. | think the German Bundestag has a right to 





ily. contributed successfully to . : 

the ending of the colonial world order, Kinkel said in Charter already includes a rule on the loss of the right 

an imerview wit the DDP/ADN news agency in Bonn. 0 vote if a member is at least two years in arrears with 

A good SO years after its founding, the world organ- § paymenis, bul ai present this can casily be circumvented 

ization sow has to face up to sew developments and by making small backpayments. 

be reinforced as a worldwide system for security, eco- 

somic welfare, and global social equitability. In order 4§ Germany: Kinke! Demands Investigation Into BSE 

to achieve this, ailing UN finances have to be puton a ‘Misinformation’ 

sound basis, and the United Nations’ economic and 3o- 419.8709 2996 Deutschlandfunk Network 

cial sector, with its many organizations and programs, in German 0900 GMT 8 Jul 96 

has to be reformed with the aim of achieving greater 

efficiency and be shaped with a view to sustained de- §[(FBIS Translated Text) Foreign Minister Kiaus Kinkel 

velopmeat. has demanded an examination into the allegations 
leveled against the EU Commission in connection with 

Necessary reforms of UN organizations and programs bovine spongiform encephalopathy [BSE]. In Bonn 

hove diseaty Cages, Kishel sels. Dut he United Nations before a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Free 

can only be as effective as the member sisies allow it Democratic Party of Germany, Kinkel said that if the 

to be. At the same time, he rejects criticism of alleged accusations were justified it would be bad. According 
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General Kart: Theodor Paschhe, are “an example for coe, disease. A document by an official from the EU 
ee See com, Commission stated that it was better to misinform the 
— public and disguise the dangers of BSE, as a debate on 








Parthermore, the United Nations, with 40,000 staff, has the discase might have a ncgative impact on the sale 
a many workers as . At $i4 of beef. The EU Commission has meanwhile rejected 
billioa, the budget of atthe same = reports on a policy of purposeful misinformation in 
level as the city of Bielefeld. “If one looks at the huge connection with BSE. If such a document exists, it is 
tasks of the United Nations, then that is clearly not too —an individual note that does not reflect the policy of the 
much,” Kinkel said. EU Commission, a spokesman said in Brussels. 
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over suggestions of dissent withia the Commission in 
the bud. 


The sectors that Brussels brings to the Italian Govern- 
meat's attention as holding out potential for a further cut 
in the public deficit include the simplification of the tax 
system, a more determined and effective fight against 
evasion, and more extensive controls over local author- 
ity deficits. 


Nevertheless, these are not the immediate reasons for the 
Italian public spending requirement forecast breaking its 
banks yet again. As economist Luigi Spaventa, who was 
budget minister in the Ciampi government, explained 
yesterday, the increase in the deficit from 44 to 5.5 
percent in 1997 is due to the fact that the former refers 
to the state spending requirement, whereas the latter is 
more general and represents the overall public deficit. 
This item covers pension and tax credit refunds, which 
account for | percent of GDP in the budget and which, 
for a number of reasons, happen to be concentrated in 
1996 and 1997. 


"Tax credits to the tune of 16 trillion lire [L] should 
have been refunded in 1995, but only L500 billion were 







it possible to pay interest only without refunding the 
Capital. 


, the new shortfall is expected to be only 


out, it will be precisely the public spending, not just the 
state deficit for 1997 that will be taken as the basis on 
which our qualifications to join the single currency are 
examined. “As I see it, these figures will not get us into 
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Spain Prepared To Host Next Arab-Israeli Semmit 


and agreed to set up joint committees of Spanish and 
Tunisian businessmen to promote investment. 


The Spanish foreign minister, who said he would be 
visiting Tunisia after the summer, made it clear that 


in which Tunisia also wishes to take part. 


LD05S07154296 Tehran IRNA in English 


to see further promotion of relations with the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. 
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elected. The majority of Russian voters said no to the 


The process of democratic reform, which seriously took 


Chernomyrdia 
ister. It is assumed that Alexander Lebed's future role 
in the Kremlin's power structures will be made clearer. 


We are entering an exciting period. The election vic- 
tory has paved the way for a consolidation of Rus- 
sian democracy and ongoing, badly needed economic 
reforms. 


an active contribution to the debaie on how Russia can 
be more closely involved in matters relating to security 
policy. 


The Danish presidency of the Baltic Council, extending 
until next year, will also provide us with special 
Opportunities. 


In mid-July I shall be visiting Moscow, primarily with a 
view to holding talks with the Russian foreign minister. 


Accordingly I expect to be one of the first foreign 
politicians to gain a more detailed impression of what 
we can expect in the near future. 
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He is here to participate in the CHA regional confer- 
ence of Greek overseas organisations from castern and 
western Europe, which opens in Nicosia today. 


"We have to insist on a settlement in Cyprus,” Athens 
said. He added: “This is the right time to exert pressure 
on the U.S. to promote a settlement in Cyprus because 
of the November elections.” 


Cyprus: Mikhaildihis Addresses CHA Conference 
NC0607133696 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 
1030 GMT 6 Jul 96 
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The RP deputies defended the view that it must be lified. Now, afier ncarly six months of fruiticss efforts, the 

Reportedly, ali he RP parkamestary group members xe poreer centers is Turkey have beea defeated by the will 

iaclined to support the lifting of the state of emergency. of the people. Refah is a coalition partner and its icader 
Professor Necmetua Erhakap is its prime minister. 

| The same tung is vad for Operanon Provide Comfort. 

Husamettia Korlastata, a RP deputy from Bingol. briefed Ne Turkish people feel Provide Comfort has been 

harmful and thus do not want its mandaic to be rencwed 

































on his Necmetua 

Erbakaa on of the problem in southeast Parliament. The politicians are obliged to listen to the 
Turkey. His report claimed that in addition Ww invesi- aapet le tiie ten online 
mems, there is so compsssion of faith in southeasi The we — PTs bel 

. significant progress will mulitary leaders diplomats 
ba ayer the mandate of Provide Comfort should be exicaded 
more atieavon u focused on religious training. and that this is is the imerests of owr country. 
—2 if the people Rave reservations, either Gey have to be 
tiow process in Turkey. They urged officials to realize shown that there is no reason for concern or necessary 
the privauzanoe program * adjustments should be made in Provide Comfort to make 
and argued that suategically important establishments, it acceptable for our people. We are proud to sec that 
such as the Turkish Airlines Company, the shipbuild- ‘he Turkish military has seen this fact and is now trying 


to make it acceptable to our nation. The military docs 
not sce Provide Comfort as a threat but also feels that 
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ne sehook knowledge the fact that the Turkish nation should have 
war colleges. The th final say on Provide Comfort. 
Cevat Ayhan,and = We see how the U.S. administration goes out of its 
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Misister of State Sabri Tekir noted the proposals. 
will convey them to Necmetun Erbakan years, sometimes even at the cost of harming Turkish- 






In the case of Provide Comfort there is no humbatvion 
involved. All sides can reach a favorable result by 
simply reclizing that we have to stay on this land and 
live as acighbors of iraq even after the Americans 
depart. 
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Welfare Party (RP). Based on a certain clectorate, this 
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is an esteemed patriot. I respect his memory. The best 
response to his memory would be to join the democratic 
people's federation and the unity and solidarity to 
achieve this end. This is what I expect. This is our stand. 
I hope that other friends and those who wish to develop 
their relations with us will also be very careful in this 


regard. 


I repeat, the future belongs to our peoples. | extend my 
respect and my grectings. 


[Aslan] Good evening. [passage omitted) 
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